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The Honorable Richard Shelby
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate

S. 128 The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jerry Moran

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS &
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Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nita Lowey
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Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rosa DelLauro
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Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Mikulski, Harkin, Rogers and Kingston and Ranking Members Shelby,

Moran, Lowey & DelLauro:

As you work to assemble a final Fiscal Year 2015 spending package, we urge you to
include the $100 million increase above Fiscal Year 2014 levels for the National
Institute on Aging (NIA) that the Senate appropriations committee included in its
draft Labor, HHS and Education bill. We also urge you to include within the final
legislation the resources provided for in the Senate bill to advance Alzheimer’s



disease and related dementias public health and caregiver support programs, and
that you consider any potential opportunities to further increase any of these
amounts.

You understand the immense impact — current and projected — that Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias will have on our nation’s health and finances. Providing this
increase to the NIA will move us closer to the level of annual public research funding
leading researchers have estimated is needed to maximize our chances of achieving the
national goal of preventing and effectively treating Alzheimer’s disease by 2025.' The
NIA and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) — including other institutes such as the
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), the National Institute of
Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB), and the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) — are supporting a number of promising research projects to: understand
the genetic risk factors;" address the disproportionate impact on women," African
Americans," Hispanics,’ and persons with intellectual disabilities;" and pursue cutting-
edge but costly and time consuming trials aimed at preventing or substantially slowing
disease progression by administering treatments much earlier in the disease process."
Including the additional $100 million for the NIA that has been recommended by the
Senate will provide additional resources to advance other meritorious Alzheimer’s
disease and related dementias research projects. This action will also demonstrate
further the resolve behind our national goal, particularly at a time when other nations are
looking to the United States for leadership and are beginning to take similar measures.

We understand the challenges you face in finalizing the FY 15 appropriations package.
At the same time, we must recognize the current and projected health and financial
threats posed by Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. Today our nation is
spending more than $150 billion annually in Medicare and Medicaid costs to care for
upwards of five million persons impacted.” Alzheimer’s disease contributes to the
deaths of approximately 500,000 Americans each year, making it the third leading cause
of death in the United States.” These figures will explode over the coming decades as
our population ages, but an adequate commitment to research can help us prevent this
future and move us closer to achieving our 2025 goal.”

Thank you for considering our views and for your commitment to overcoming
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders. Please contact Nick Manetto from
USAgainstAlzheimer’s at Nicholas.Manetto@faegrebd.com or (202) 312-7499, or lan
Kremer from the Leaders Engaged on Alzheimer's Disease (LEAD) Coalition” at
ikremer@leadcoalition.org or (671) 383-9916, with questions or for additional
information.

Sincerely,
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necessarily represent the endorsement of the affiliated institution.
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% http://www.leadcoalition.org Leaders Engaged on Alzheimer’s Disease (the LEAD
Coalition) is a diverse national coalition of member organizations including patient
advocacy and voluntary health non-profits, philanthropies and foundations, trade and
professional associations, academic research and clinical institutions, and homecare,
biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies. The LEAD Coalition works collaboratively
to focus the nation’s strategic attention on Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias --
including vascular, Lewy body or frontotemporal dementia -- and to accelerate
transformational progress in detection and diagnosis, care and support, and research
leading to prevention, effective treatment and eventual cure. One or more participants
may have a financial interest in the subjects addressed.



